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Venice sent her first ambassador to England to demand
reparation ; but while the controversy was still pending a
settlement, the Flanders' Galleys reached Southampton in
1323, and the ill-feeling broke out in a serious affray which
led to loss of life and property x. Complaints of injuries
inflicted upon Venetian merchants continued at intervals to
interrupt the current of commercial intercourse, and there
were also disputes with custom-house officers 2. Venetian
trade was bitterly criticized in the Libelle of Englyshe Poly-
eye 3, and Italian merchants were attacked in the Parlia-
ment of 1439. One petition dealt with the carrying trade.
It set forth how formerly Italian traders brought only wines,
spiceries and other merchandise from the countries that lie
beyond the Straits of Gibraltar; this was not detrimental
to the English navy, while imports were " at better cheap
and price within this realm ". But now they had also
become the carriers of countries on this side of the Straits,
Spain, Portugal, Brittany and others, whose commodities
had hitherto been borne in their own or English ships. The
result was an ' outrageous increase in price ' as well as great
' hurt' to the navy, and the demand was put forward that
Italians should only import commodities from beyond the
Straits of Gibraltar 4. Another petition denounced " the
great deceit that is used by Lombards, Italians, and by other
merchants alien ", in selling spiceries that were not " clean
cleansed nor clean garbled *' 5. The wool merchants, some
years later (1455), also vented the grievance that' merchant
strangers Italians ' bought woollen cloth, wool, wool-fells
and tin in every part of the kingdom with ready money, and
so made their purchases at reduced prices. They urged
that aliens should be allowed to buy these commodities only
" in your ports of London, Southampton and Sandwich,
where usually all merchants with galleys and carricks arrive,
and in the town of Westminster " 6. It would appear that
the native wool-dealers, conducting their business on a credit
basis, were seeking to compel the wool-growers to accept
1  State Papers Venetian, i. 3, No. n ;  5, No. 18.
2  Ibid. 46, No. 165 (1408).                              * Infra, p. 585.
* Rotuli Parliamentorum, v. 31 b.                    * Ibid. v. 32 a.
6 Ibid. v. 334 b.